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Uno “scrigno” 
nel cuore del Circeo

I O� &LUFHR� q� XQ� SURPRQWRULR� FKH� VRUJH� LVRODWR�DOO¶HVWUHPLWj� PHULGLRQDOH� GHOOD� 3LDQXUD�
3RQWLQD��QHO�WHUULWRULR�GHO�&RPXQH�GL�6DQ�)HOLFH�

&LUFHR�LQ�3URYLQFLD�GL�/DWLQD��'L�IRUPD�DOOXQJDWD�
�FKH� VHFRQGR� OD� WUDGL]LRQH� QHO� SUR¿OR� ULFKLDPD�
OD� ¿JXUD� GHOOD�0DJD� &LUFH� DGGRUPHQWDWD��� KD� LO�
SXQWR�SL��HOHYDWR�QHL�����PHWUL�GL�TXRWD�GHO�3LFFR�
GL�&LUFH��,O�VXR�FDUDWWHULVWLFR�VWDFFR�RURJUD¿FR�OR�
UHQGH�YLVLELOH�D�JUDQGH�GLVWDQ]D�VX� WXWWD� OD�FRVWD�
WLUUHQLFD��)LJ������,O�SURPRQWRULR�q�OXQJR�����NP�LQ�
GLUH]LRQH�(6(�212�H�ODUJR�¿QR�D���NP��FRQ�XQD�
VXSHU¿FLH� GL� ����� NP� TXDGUDWL�� JHRORJLFDPHQWH�
q� FRVWLWXLWR� LQ� SUHYDOHQ]D� GD�&DOFDUH�0DVVLFFLR��
XQD�URFFLD�PROWR�GLYHUVD�GD�TXHOOH�VWUDWL¿FDWH�FKH�
VL� D൵DFFLDQR� D� SRFKL� FKLORPHWUL� GL� GLVWDQ]D� VXL�

0RQWL� /HSLQL� H�$XVRQL� VXO� YHUVDQWH� RURJUD¿FR�
VLQLVWUR�GHOOD�SLDQD�3RQWLQD�

L’isola che non c’è

/D�VHSDUD]LRQH�GHO�&LUFHR�QRQ�q�VROR�PRUIRORJLFD��
LQ� DOFXQL� SHULRGL� GHO� SDVVDWR� SL�� UHPRWR� q�
VWDWR� GDYYHUR� XQ¶LVROD�� FKH� SRL� VL� q� ULXQLWD� DOOD�
WHUUDIHUPD��8Q�DQWLFR�UHWDJJLR�FKH�QHO�FRUVR�GHOOD�
VWRULD� KD� VSHVVR� WUDWWR� LQ� LQJDQQR� L� QDYLJDQWL��
FRQYLQWL� FKH� LO�PDUH� OR� FLUFRQGDVVH� �FRPH� QHOOH�
FLWD]LRQL� OHWWHUDULH� GL�2PHUR��7HRIUDVWR��9LUJLOLR�
H�3OLQLR���6XOOH�IDOHVLH�GHOOH�VXH�FRVWH�URFFLRVH�OH�
YDULD]LRQL� GHO� OLYHOOR�PDULQR�� FRQ� O¶DOWHUQDUVL� GL�

Figura 1 - Veduta aerea da Nord-Ovest del promontorio del Circeo (Archivio Parco Nazionale del Circeo)

Il rilievo tridimensionale della 
Grotta Spaccata di Torre Paola (La )

LORENZO GRASSI
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JODFLD]LRQL� H� SHULRGL� FDOGL�� KDQQR� ODVFLDWR� VHJQL�
LQGHOHELOL�� VROFKL� GL� EDWWLJLD�� IRUL� GL� RUJDQLVPL�
³OLWRGRPL´�� FRQFUH]LRQL� H� FRQFKLJOLH�� ,O� OLYHOOR�
GHO� PDUH� QHJOL� XOWLPL� ���� PLOD� DQQL� �XQD� SDUWH�
PROWR� SLFFROD� ULVSHWWR� DOOD� VWRULD� JHRORJLFD� H�
DOOD� IRUPD]LRQH� GHOOH� URFFH� GHO� &LUFHR�� FKH�
KDQQR� ���� PLOLRQL� GL� DQQL�� q� VDOLWR� H� VFHVR� GL�
FLUFD�����PHWUL��RJQL�FHQWRPLOD�DQQL�� ,O� VROFR�GL�
EDWWHQWH� IRVVLOH� GRFXPHQWDWR� QHOOD� *URWWD� GHOOH�
&DSUH� VL� q� IRUPDWR� GXUDQWH� O¶XOWLPR� SHULRGR�
FDOGR�RFFRUVR� VXOOD� WHUUD���������DQQL� ID��SULPD�
GL�TXHOOR�DWWXDOH��TXDQGR�LO�PDUH�HUD���PHWUL�SL��
DOWR�GL�RJJL�H�OD�3LDQXUD�3RQWLQD�HUD�DOODJDWD�¿QR�
DOOH�SRUWH�GL�/DWLQD��&RVu�LO�&LUFHR�q�FRQVLGHUDWR�
RJJL�XQ�SUH]LRVR� ODERUDWRULR�SHU� OR�VWXGLR�GHOOH�
RVFLOOD]LRQL�GHO�0HGLWHUUDQHR���FRQ�ULFRVWUX]LRQL�
SDOHRFOLPDWLFKH�H�SDOHRDPELHQWDOL���SHU�D൶QDUH�L�
PRGHOOL�SUHYLVLRQDOL�VXJOL�H൵HWWL�GHL�FDPELDPHQWL�
FOLPDWLFL�LQQHVFDWL�GDO�ULVFDOGDPHQWR�JOREDOH�

Una metropoli paleolitica

'XUDQWH� OH�JODFLD]LRQL�DYYHQXWH�GD����PLOD�D����
PLOD�DQQL�ID��LO�FRQVLVWHQWH�DEEDVVDPHQWR�GHO�OLYHOOR�
GHO�PDUH� �¿QR� D� �����PHWUL�� SRUWz� DOOR� VFRSHUWR�
OH�JURWWH�GHO�&LUFHR��FKH�YHQQHUR�SRSRODWH�SULPD�
GDOO¶XRPR�GL�Neanderthal� H� LQ� VHJXLWR�� D�SDUWLUH�
GD� ������� DQQL� ID�� GDOO¶+RPR� 6DSLHQV�� 1HJOL�
XOWLPL�������DQQL���GRSR�OD�JUDQGH�JODFLD]LRQH�GL�
���PLOD�DQQL�ID���LO�OLYHOOR�PDULQR�VL�q�VWDELOL]]DWR�
DOO¶LQFLUFD� VXL� OLYHOOL� DWWXDOL�� OH� DFTXH� VRQR�
WRUQDWH�D� VRPPHUJHUH� OH�JURWWH�SL��EDVVH��KDQQR�
V¿RUDWR�TXHOOH�LQWHUPHGLH�SRUWDQGR�YLD�L�GHSRVLWL�
DQWURSLFL� H� VL� VRQR� IHUPDWH� SRFR� VRWWR� OH� FDYLWj�
SL��HOHYDWH��3HU� OH� VXH�FDUDWWHULVWLFKH� LO�&LUFHR�q�
XQD�GHOOH�SL��LPSRUWDQWL�VWD]LRQL�SDOHRQWRORJLFKH�
H� SDOHWQRORJLFKH� LWDOLDQH�� WDQWR� GD� HVVHUH� VWDWD�
LQGLFDWD�FRQ�LO�WHUPLQH�GL�³metropoli paleolitica´��
4XHVWR�q�VWDWR�LO�PRWLYR�FKH�KD�LQQHVFDWR�OH�SULPH�
HVSORUD]LRQL� VFLHQWL¿FKH� H� VSHOHRORJLFKH� VXOOH�
FRVWH�GHO�SURPRQWRULR��*OL�VWXGL�KDQQR�DYXWR�LQL]LR�
IUD�LO������H�LO������VX�LPSXOVR�GL�$OEHUWR�&DUOR�
%ODQF� �)LJ������ FKH�D�PHWj�GHJOL� DQQL�7UHQWD�GHO�
VHFROR�VFRUVR�HUD�DUULYDWR�D�VHJQDODUH�OD�SUHVHQ]D�
GL�EHQ����JURWWH��,O����IHEEUDLR������DJJLXQJHYD�
SRL�*URWWD�*XDWWDUL��FRQ�LO�ULWURYDPHQWR�GHO�QRWR�
FUDQLR�QHDQGHUWKDOLDQR��0D�OH�ULFHUFKH�GHO�%ODQF�
KDQQR� ULJXDUGDWR� DQFKH� OD� *URWWD� GHOOH� &DSUH�
������� H� TXHOOD� GHO� )RVVHOORQH� �������������
$OWUL�VWXGL�KDQQR�SRL�LQWHUHVVDWR�OD�*URWWD�%UHXLO��
LO�5LSDUR�%ODQF� �GDO� ����� DO� ����� GDO� SURIHVVRU�
&DUGLQL��H��LQ�WHPSL�SL��UHFHQWL��OD�*URWWD�%DUEDUD�
H�LO�5LSDUR�GHOOD�&DOR]]D��WUD�LO������H�LO������GD�
0XVVL� H� =DPSHWWL��� 1XRYL� SURJHWWL� GL� ULFHUFD�

VRQR�LQ�FRUVR��PHQWUH� OD�JUDQ�SDUWH�GHL�UHSHUWL�
GHO� &LUFHR� VRQR� FXVWRGLWL� DO� 0XVHR� ³/XLJL�
3LJRULQL´�GL�5RPD�

Oltre due secoli di esplorazioni

,O� FDUVLVPR� LSRJHR� GHO� &LUFHR� q� UDSSUHVHQWDWR�
TXDVL� HVFOXVLYDPHQWH� GD� JURWWH� ORFDOL]]DWH� QHO�
&DOFDUH�0DVVLFFLR� OXQJR� OD� OLQHD� GL� FRVWD�� QHOOD�
IDVFLD� IUD� OH� TXRWH� GL� ���� P� H� ���� P� ULVSHWWR�
DOO¶DWWXDOH� OLYHOOR� PDULQR�� FRQ� TXDOFKH� UDUD�
HFFH]LRQH�� /H� JURWWH�� TXDVL� WXWWH� LGULFDPHQWH�
LQDWWLYH�� VRQR� JHQHUDOPHQWH� FRVWLWXLWH� GD� XQ�
XQLFR�DPELHQWH�VFROSLWR�GDOO¶D]LRQH�GHO�PDUH��/D�
SL��QRWD� q� OD�*URWWD�GHOOH�&DSUH�� FLWDWD� VLQ�GDOOD�
¿QH�GHO� �����GD� ,VVHO� HG� HVSORUDWD� QHO� �����GDO�
&LUFROR� 6SHOHRORJLFR� 5RPDQR�� 2OWUH� FKH� GD�
%ODQF�� OD� FRQRVFHQ]D� VSHOHRORJLFD� q� VWDWD� SRL�
DSSURIRQGLWD� D� SDUWLUH� GDO� ����� GD� $OGR� 6HJUH�
FKH�� QHO� VXR� EDVLODUH� WHVWR� VXO� FDUVLVPR� H� OD�
VSHOHRORJLD�GHO�/D]LR��6(*5(�����������������KD�
GHGLFDWR� XQ� FDSLWROR� DO� SURPRQWRULR� GHO� &LUFHR�
HOHQFDQGR����JURWWH��,Q�HSRFKH�VXFFHVVLYH��QXRYL�
VWXGL� HG� HVSORUD]LRQL� VRQR� VWDWL� SRUWDWL� DYDQWL� LQ�
SDUWLFRODUH� GDO� SURIHVVRUH�0DUFHOOR�=HL� �FKH� QHO�
�����KD�VFRSHUWR�LO�VLWR�GHO�5LSDUR�%ODQF���GDOOR�
VWRULFR� ORFDOH�7RPPDVR�/DQ]XLVL� H� LQ� WHPSL� SL��
UHFHQWL�GDO�JHRORJR�GHOO¶(QHD�)DEUL]LR�$QWRQLROL��
,Q¿QH�� WUD� LO� ����� H� LO� ������ LO� *UXSSR� *URWWH�
5RPD� ³1LSKDUJXV´� KD� SURFHGXWR� DG� XQ� ULRUGLQR�
GHOOH� FRQRVFHQ]H� DFTXLVLWH�� FRQ� YHUL¿FKH� VXO�
FDPSR�� DJJLRUQDQGR� LO� FHQVLPHQWR� GHOOH� ³*URWWH�
GL� 8OLVVH´� �)LJ�� ��� FRQ� XQ� HOHQFR� GL� ��� FDYLWj�
�*උൺඌඌං�%ൺඍඍංൺඍඈ� ������ �������� 1HO� &DWDVWR� GHOOH�
*URWWH� GHO� /D]LR� QH� ULVXOWDQR� DO� PRPHQWR� VROR�
����LQROWUH�GLYHUVH�VRQR�SULYH�GL�FRRUGLQDWH�R�FRQ�
GDWL� LQFRPSOHWL��� SHU� TXHVWR� q� VWDWR� DYYLDWR� XQ�
GHWWDJOLDWR�ODYRUR�GL�UHYLVLRQH��LQ�XQD�SULPD�IDVH�D�

Figura 2 - Alberto Carlo Blanc, pioniere delle esplorazioni al 
Circeo (Archivio Parco Nazionale del Circeo)
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OLYHOOR�GRFXPHQWDOH��QHO�TXDOH�q�DXVSLFDELOH�VLDQR�
FRLQYROWH� WXWWH� OH� SHUVRQH� H� L� JUXSSL� LQWHUHVVDWL�
DOO¶LQWHUQR�GHOOD�)6/��6HFRQGR�L�GDWL�GLVSRQLELOL��
OD�FDYLWj�SL��HVWHVD�QHOO¶DUHD�GHO�&LUFHR�ULVXOWDYD�
HVVHUH� OD� *URWWD� GHOOH� &RUYLQH� �/$� ������� XQD�
ULVRUJHQ]D�VRWWRPDULQD�FKH�SUHVHQWD�XQR�VYLOXSSR�
GL�����PHWUL�H�XQ�GLVOLYHOOR�SRVLWLYR�GL�����$�VHJXLUH�
HUDQR�SRVL]LRQDWH�OD�*URWWD�GHO�)RVVHOORQH�*URWWD�
(OHQD��/$������FRQ����PHWUL�GL�VYLOXSSR�H����GL�
GLVOLYHOOR�H�OD�*URWWD�GHOOH�&DSUH��/$�����FRQ�XQR�
VYLOXSSR�GL����PHWUL�

Una rocambolesca riscoperta

1HO� FRUVR� GHOOH� ULFHUFKH� VYROWH� DOOD� ¿QH� GHJOL�
DQQL�1RYDQWD�GHO�VHFROR�VFRUVR��LO�*UXSSR�*URWWH�
5RPD� ³1LSKDUJXV´� HUD� HQWUDWR� LQ� FRQWDWWR� FRQ�
LO� SURIHVVRUH� 7RPPDVR� /DQ]XLVL�� FKH� QHO� �����
�� JUD]LH� DOOD� VXD� WHQDFLD� �� DYHYD� LQGLYLGXDWR� H�
ULHVSORUDWR�LQ�PRGR�URFDPEROHVFR�OD�SURVHFX]LRQH�
LQWHUQD�GHOOD�*URWWD�6SDFFDWD�GL�7RUUH�3DROD��/$�
������ XQD� SURVHFX]LRQH� ULPDVWD� LQFUHGLELOPHQWH�
VFRQRVFLXWD� H� EHQ� FHODWD� QHOOD� IHQGLWXUD�� FKH�

SXUH� VL� DSUH�SURSULR�D� ULGRVVR�GHOO¶DQWLFD� WRUUH�H�
D� SRFKLVVLPD� GLVWDQ]D� GD� XQR� GHJOL� VWDELOLPHQWL�
EDOQHDUL� SL�� QRWL� GHO� OLWRUDOH� WUD� 6DEDXGLD� H� LO�
&LUFHR�� /DQ]XLVL� QHL� VXRL� OLEUL� �/ൺඇඓඎංඌං� ������
KD� DQQRWDWR��3RWUHEEH� HVVHUH “la più lunga e la 
SL�� DPSLD� GHOOH� FDYLWj� FLUFHLDQH´� �FRPH� � LQWXu�
e scrisse a metà degli anni Sessanta il suo 
SULPR� HVSORUDWRUH�� LO� IRUHVWDOH�0LFKHOH�3DGXOD���
/DQ]XLVL� DYHYD� VHJQDODWR� DQFKH� OD� SUHVHQ]D� GL�
XQD� FRORQLD� GL� SLSLVWUHOOL� H� LO� ULWURYDPHQWR� GL�
FRFFL�GL�DQIRUHWWH�LQ�FUHWD�SHU�OLTXLGL�GHO�SHULRGR�
LPSHULDOH� URPDQR�� ,O�*UXSSR�³1LSKDUJXV´�DYHYD�
SURFHGXWR� DG� XQ� ULOLHYR� VSHGLWLYR� GHOOD� FDYLWj��
GDO� TXDOH� HUD� ULVXOWDWR� XQR� VYLOXSSR� VSD]LDOH� GL�
FLUFD����PHWUL��9HQWL�DQQL�GRSR��DG�RWWREUH�������
FRPH�$VVRFLD]LRQH�6RWWHUUDQHL�GL�5RPD�DEELDPR�
GHFLVR� GL� FRPSOHWDUH� OD� ULFHUFD�� SUHVHQWDQGR� XQ�
SURJHWWR�GL�VWXGLR�DO�3DUFR�1D]LRQDOH�GHO�&LUFHR�H�
DO�&RPXQH�GL�6DQ�)HOLFH�&LUFHR�SHU�YHUL¿FDUH�FRQ�
SUHFLVLRQH� OH� GLPHQVLRQL� GHOOD� *URWWD� 6SDFFDWD�
GL�7RUUH�3DROD��FRQ�OD�UHDOL]]D]LRQH�GL�XQ�ULOLHYR�
WULGLPHQVLRQDOH�FRQ�ODVHU�VFDQQHU�
/D� IHQGLWXUD�VL�DSUH� LQ�XQD�]RQD�VWUDWHJLFD�H�F¶q�

Figura 3 - Distribuzione delle cavità in seguito al censimento condotto dal Gruppo Grotte Roma “Niphargus” nel 1998 
(Archivio Gruppo Grotte Roma “Niphargus”)
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OD�SRVVLELOLWj�FKH�OD�FDYLWj�VLD�VWDWD�DFFHVVLELOH�LQ�
SDVVDWR�DQFKH�GD�WHUUD��)LJ������4XHVWR���LQVLHPH�D�
PROWHSOLFL�ULVFRQWUL�JHRJUD¿FL���KD�IDWWR�DYDQ]DUH�
�/ൺඇඓඎංඌං� ������ ��������� XQD� VXJJHVWLYD� LSRWHVL��
Non si può fare a meno di collegare questa grotta 
a quella omerica del Libro X dell’Odissea, nella 
TXDOH�8OLVVH�GLHWUR�HVRUWD]LRQH�GHOOD�0DJD�&LUFH��
nascose le suppellettili e le cose preziose nelle 
³FDYH�JURWWH´��GRSR�DYHU�WLUDWR�LQ�VHFFR�OD�QDYH��
in previsione del lungo soggiorno presso la reggia 
ospitale insieme ai compagni ritrovati. Nessuna 
DOWUD� JURWWD� GHO� 3URPRQWRULR� SRWHYD� SUHVWDUVL�
meglio di questa�
1HO�/LEUR�;�GHOO¶2GLVVHD��LQIDWWL��FRVu�OD�0DJD�VL�
ULYROJH� DG�8OLVVH� GRSR� HVVHUVL� DUUHVD� DOO¶DUJX]LD�
GHOO¶HURH� GHFLGHQGR� GL� URPSHUH� O¶LQFDQWHVLPR�
FKH�DYHYD�WUDVIRUPDWR�LQ�LVSLGL�SRUFL�L�VXRL�DPLFL��
/D� 'LYD� &LUFH�� YHQXWD� DO� PLR� ¿DQFR�� PL� YROVH�
FRVu� OD� SDUROD�� ³2� ¿JOLR� GL� /DHUWH�� VFDOWULVVLPR�
8OLVVH��RUD� WRUQD�YHORFH�DO�PDUH��3ULPD�GL� WXWWR�
traete in secco la nave e nelle cave grotte celate 
le ricchezze, gli attrezzi e tutto il carico; poi torna 
TXL�DOOD�PLD�5HJJLD�SRUWDQGR�FRQ�WH�L�FRPSDJQL�
SUHGLOHWWL´��4XLQGL�8OLVVH�VFHQGH�GDO�PRQWH��WRUQD�
VXOOD�VSLDJJLD�H�DOOD�UHVWDQWH�FLXUPD�FKH�OR�DWWHQGH�
VSDYHQWDWD�H�GLVRULHQWDWD�RUGLQD� “Tiriamo la nave 
all’asciutto e nelle cave grotte nascondiamo gli 
DUQHVL� H� LO� FDULFR��3RL� VHJXLWHPL� WXWWL� LQ� IUHWWD� H�
vedrete gli altri compagni seduti a lauta mensa 
QHOOD�VDFUD�GLPRUD�GHOO¶LOOXVWUH�&LUFH´��)LJ�����
$O� GL� Oj� GHOOH� OHJJHQGH�� SHUz�� O¶XQLFD� FHUWH]]D�
VXOOH� DQWLFKH� IUHTXHQWD]LRQL� GHOOD� FDYLWj� q� LO�
ULWURYDPHQWR� GL� FRFFL� GL� YDVHWWL� GHO� SHULRGR�
LPSHULDOH�URPDQR��PHQWUH�VRQR�DO�YDJOLR�SRVVLELOL�

WUDFFH�SUHLVWRULFKH�
7RUUH� 3DROD� q� XQD� GHOOH� TXDWWUR� WRUUL� GHO� &LUFHR�
FRVWUXLWH�QHOOD�VHFRQGD�PHWj�GHO�&LQTXHFHQWR�SHU�
YRORQWj�GL�3DSD�3LR�,9�SHU�FRQWUDVWDUH�OH�LQFXUVLRQL�
GHL� SLUDWL� VDUDFHQL�� ,Q� XQD� FURQDFD� GHO� ����� VL�
OHJJH��Questa torre è situata sopra d’uno scoglio 
alla falda del Monte Circello, dove alla banda 
di sotto batte l’acqua del mare e vi sono alcune 
grotte concave. Le grotte contigue a questa torre 
sono ricovero dei barbari��3RUWD�LQYHFH�OD�GDWD�GHO�
�����OD�³Carta del Monte Circeo e Circondarj di 
S. Felice´��UHDOL]]DWD�GD�*LRYDQQL�%DWWLVWD�&LSULDQL�
GRYH�OD�IHQGLWXUD�q�GHVFULWWD�FRPH�³due grotte una 
sopra dell’altra´� H� VL� VSHFL¿FD� FKH� ³in quella a 
mare´�HQWUDQR�L�EDVWLPHQWL��
'D� VHJQDODUH�� LQ¿QH�� FKH� QHOOH� YLFLQDQ]H� GHOOD�
WRUUH�� GXUDQWH� OD� 6HFRQGD� JXHUUD� PRQGLDOH�� IX�
VFKLHUDWD�XQD�SRVWD]LRQH�GL�DUWLJOLHULD�WHGHVFD�

Figura 4 - In alto il Picco di Circe, sotto Torre Paola con la Grotta Spaccata (Archivio Gruppo Grotte Roma “Niphargus”)

Figura 5 - La testa della statua di Circe rinvenuta nei dirupi 
del promontorio (Archivio Soprintendenza Speciale per i Beni 

Archeologici di Roma)
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)XOPLQH�SLHWUL¿FDWR

/D�*URWWD�6SDFFDWD�GL�7RUUH�3DROD���FKH�QHO�QRPH�
ULFKLDPD�OD�WUDGL]LRQH�GHOOD�IRUPD]LRQH�GL�JUDQGL�
³FUHSDFFL´�DYYHQXWD�FRQ�LO�WHUUHPRWR�VHJXLWR�DOOD�
PRUWH�GL�*HV���FRPH�SHU�OD�0RQWDJQD�6SDFFDWD�GL�
*DHWD�H�OD�9RUDJLQH�GL�0RQWH�6SDFFDWR�D�7LYROL��
�� VL� SUHVHQWD� FRPH� XQD� IHQGLWXUD� VXE�YHUWLFDOH�
�ODUJD���PHWUL�DOOD�EDVH�H�DOWD�����FKH�VTXDUFLD�OD�
IDOHVLD�FRPH�XQ�HQRUPH�IXOPLQH�SLHWUL¿FDWR��)LJ��
����$�����PHWUL�H�DG�����PHWUL�GDOO¶DWWXDOH�OLYHOOR�
GHO�PDUH� VRQR� YLVLELOL� VXOOH� SDUHWL� OH� WUDFFH� GHO�
³VROFR�PDULQR´��FRQ�SHUIRUD]LRQL�GL�³OLWRGRPL´��
,Q� HSRFD� VXFFHVVLYD� DOOD� IRUPD]LRQH� GL� TXHVWR�
VROFR��OD�JURWWD�q�VWDWD�ULHPSLWD�GD�GHWULWL��DOFXQL�
OHPEL� FHPHQWDWL� VL� VRQR� FRQVHUYDWL� QHOOD� SDUWH�
SL��LQWHUQD�H�VXOOH�SDUHWL��FRQ�SUHVHQ]D�GL�UHVWL�GL�
IDXQH� IRVVLOL���$G�ROWUH����PHWUL�GL�DOWH]]D��XQD�
PDVVD�EUHFFLRVD�IRUPD�XQ�VHWWR�FKH�GLYLGH�LQ�GXH�
OD�VSDFFDWXUD��
$FFHGHQGR�GDO�PDUH�VL�DSSURGD�VX�XQD�EDUULHUD�
GL� VFRJOL�� 8QD� VFLYRORVD� DUUDPSLFDWD� SHUPHWWH�
GL� VXSHUDUH� XQ� SLFFROR� GLVOLYHOOR� FKH� FRQGXFH�
DG�XQD�SODWHD�VRVSHVD��4XL� LQL]LD�XQD�JDOOHULD�D�
VH]LRQH� WULDQJRODUH� �)LJ�� ��� FRQ� RULHQWDPHQWR�
12�6(��LQ�OLHYH�VDOLWD��FKH�SRFR�GRSR�UDJJLXQJH�
XQ� ELYLR� FRQ� XQD� GLUDPD]LRQH� YHUVR� 6XG�� /D�
JDOOHULD�SULQFLSDOH�SURVHJXH�FRQ�XQ�SURJUHVVLYR�
DEEDVVDPHQWR�GHOOD�YROWD�� VLQR�DG�XQ�SDVVDJJLR�
SL�� VWUHWWR� FKH� LQWURGXFH� QHO� JUDQGH� VDORQH�� ,O�
YDVWR�DPELHQWH�q�LQ�IRUWH�SHQGHQ]D�SRVLWLYD�YHUVR�
6XG��PHQWUH�VXO�ODWR�RSSRVWR���LQVLHPH�D�JUDQGL�
PDVVL� GL� FUROOR� VXO� SDYLPHQWR� �� VRQR� SUHVHQWL�
DOFXQH� QRWHYROL� FRQFUH]LRQL� VXOOH� SDUHWL� H� XQD�
SURVHFX]LRQH�LQ�FUHSDFFLR�YHUWLFDOH�FKH�ULVXOWD�LQ�
EUHYH�LPSHUFRUULELOH�
5LVDOLWD� OD�SDUWH� WHUPLQDOH�GHO�VDORQH�YHUVR�(VW��

Figura 6 - Veduta dal mare dell’ingresso della Grotta Spaccata 
di Torre Paola (Archivio Gruppo Grotte Roma “Niphargus”)

VL� HQWUD� LQ� XQD� JDOOHULD� GL� GLPHQVLRQL� ULGRWWH�
FKH� FKLXGH� SHU� OD� SUHVHQ]D� GL� FUROOL� H� SRWUHEEH�
FRVWLWXLUH�TXHOOD� FKH�XQ� WHPSR�HUD�XQD� VHFRQGD�
XVFLWD�YHUVR�LO�SURPRQWRULR�
,O�SDYLPHQWR�GHO�VDORQH�q�ULFRSHUWR�GD�FRQVLVWHQWL�
DFFXPXOL�GL�JXDQR�

Il rilievo con laser scanner

/¶�� JLXJQR� ������ GRSR� XQD� OXQJD� WUD¿OD� GL�
LQGLVSHQVDELOL� DXWRUL]]D]LRQL� �ROWUH� D� TXHOOD�
GHO� 3DUFR� 1D]LRQDOH� GHO� &LUFHR� VRQR� VWDWL�
RWWHQXWL�DQFKH�L�QXOODRVWD�GHOOD�6RSULQWHQGHQ]D�
$UFKHRORJLFD�SHU� OD�3URYLQFLD�GL�/DWLQD�� GHO�
&RPXQH� GL� 6DQ� )HOLFH�&LUFHR� H� GHOO¶8൶FLR�
&LUFRQGDULDOH� 0DULWWLPR��� O¶$VVRFLD]LRQH�
6RWWHUUDQHL� GL� 5RPD� KD� H൵HWWXDWR� XQ¶XVFLWD�
�FRQ� XQ� WHDP� FRPSRVWR� GD� /RUHQ]R� *UDVVL��
$OHVVDQGUR� 3DROL�� 5LFFDUGR� 3DROXFFL� H�
5LFFDUGR�5LEDFFKL��SHU�UHDOL]]DUH�OH�VFDQVLRQL�

Figura 7 - La galleria iniziale e la platea viste in direzione 
dell’ingresso (Archivio Associazione Sotterranei di Roma)

)LJXUD�����8QD�IDVH�GHO�ULOLHYR�WRSRJUD¿FR�FRQ�DSSDUHFFKLDWXUD�
laser scanner (Archivio Associazione Sotterranei di Roma)
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Figura 10 - 
Una veduta della risalita in pendenza del grande 
salone (Archivio Associazione Sotterranei di Roma)

Figura 11 - 
Un pipistrello in volo alle spalle dello speleologo. 
(Archivio Associazione Sotterranei di Roma)

)LJXUD�����,O�UHQGHULQJ�JUD¿FR�EDVH�GHO�ULOLHYR�ODVHU�VFDQQHU�FRQ�OD�SODQLPHWULD�H�OD�VH]LRQH��$UFKLYLR�$VVRFLD]LRQH�6RWWHUUDQHL�GL�5RPD�
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GHOOD�JURWWD�FRQ�DSSDUDWR�ODVHU�VFDQQHU�
/D�VXFFHVVLYD�HODERUD]LRQH�VL�q�ULYHODWD�SHUz�
SL��FRPSOHVVD�GHO�SUHYLVWR��LQ�SDUWLFRODUH�SHU�
OD�GL൶FROWj�GL�IDU�FRPEDFLDUH�FRQ�SUHFLVLRQH�
OH�VFDQVLRQL�LQ�DVVHQ]D�GL�ULIHULPHQWL�XQLYRFL�
VXOOH�SDUHWL�GHOOH�JDOOHULH��)LJ�����
8QD�FLUFRVWDQ]D�FKH�LQGXFH�DG�XQD�ULÀHVVLRQH�
VXOOD� SLHQD� H൶FDFLD� GL� TXHVWD� PHWRGRORJLD�
GL� ULOLHYR� WRSRJUD¿FR�SHU� TXDQWR� ULJXDUGD� OH�
FDYLWj� QDWXUDOL�� PHQWUH� LO� rendering JUD¿FR�
¿QDOH�UHVWD�VLFXUDPHQWH�YDOLGR�FRPH�VWUXPHQWR�
SHU�¿QDOLWj�GL�WLSR�GLGDWWLFR�H�GLYXOJDWLYR�
,O�ULOLHYR�FRQ�ODVHU�VFDQQHU�KD�SHUPHVVR�GL�GH¿QLUH�
L�GDWL�GLPHQVLRQDOL�GHOOD�*URWWD�6SDFFDWD�GL�7RUUH�
3DROD� �)LJ�� ���� VWDELOHQGRQH� FRVu� LO� ³SULPDWR´� WUD�
TXHOOH� FKH� VL� DSURQR� VXO�3URPRQWRULR� GHO�&LUFHR��
/R�VYLOXSSR�VSD]LDOH�WRWDOH�q�ULVXOWDWR�HVVHUH�LQIDWWL�
GL�����PHWUL��GHL�TXDOL����ULIHULWL�DOOD�³FRSHUWXUD´�
GHOOD� YROWD� GHO� ¿RUGR� HVWHUQR��� FRQ� XQ� GLVOLYHOOR�
SRVLWLYR�FRPSOHVVLYR�GL����PHWUL��GHL�TXDOL���QHOOD�
VROD�SDUHWLQD� LQL]LDOH���1RWHYROL� OH�GLPHQVLRQL�GHO�
VDORQH� LQWHUQR� �)LJ�� ����� FRQ� XQD� OXQJKH]]D� GL�
���PHWUL�� XQD� ODUJKH]]D� GL� ��� H� XQ¶DOWH]]D� GL� ���
PHWUL��SHU�XQ�YROXPH�GL��������PHWUL�FXEL���7UD�L�
PRWLYL�GL�LQWHUHVVH�GHOOD�FDYLWj�VRQR�GD�VHJQDODUH��
OD�FRQIHUPD�GHOOD�SUHVHQ]D�QHOOD�SODWHD�LQL]LDOH�GL�
FRFFL�GL�YDVHWWL�GHO�SHULRGR�LPSHULDOH�URPDQR�H�GL�
SRVVLELOL�WUDFFH�SUHLVWRULFKH��GD�YHUL¿FDUH��PHQWUH�
QHOOD� GLUDPD]LRQH� YHUVR� 6XG� VRQR� SUHVHQWL� GHOOH�
FRQFKLJOLH�IRVVLOL��'D�VRWWROLQHDUH�DQFKH�OD�EHOOH]]D�
GHOOH�FRQFUH]LRQL�FDOFLWLFKH�FKH�VL�VRQR�IRUPDWH�VXOOH�
SDUHWL�H�VXO�SDYLPHQWR�GHO�VDORQH��WHVWLPRQLDQ]D�GL�
XQ�DSSRUWR�LGULFR�FKH�DWWXDOPHQWH�ULVXOWD�GHO�WXWWR�
DVVHQWH�QHOOD�FDYLWj��
0D� OD� FDUDWWHULVWLFD� SL�� HYLGHQWH� GHOOD� *URWWD�
6SDFFDWD�GL�7RUUH�3DROD�q�OD�SUHVHQ]D�GL�XQD�FRVSLFXD�
FRORQLD�GL�FKLURWWHUL���FRQ�RJQL�SUREDELOLWj�WUD�OH�SL��
LPSRUWDQWL�H�LPSRQHQWL�GHO�/D]LR���JLj�VHJQDODWD�LQ�
SDVVDWR��PD�FKH�QRQ�HUD�VWDWD�FHQVLWD�VLQR�DG�RUD�GDL�
ELRORJL�GHO�3DUFR�1D]LRQDOH�GHO�&LUFHR��)LJ�������$G�
XQ� SULPR� HVDPH� YLVLYR� VL� WUDWWHUHEEH� GL� HVHPSODUL�
DSSDUWHQHQWL�DOOH�VSHFLH�GHL�0LQLRWWHUL�H�GHO�5LQRORIR�
PDJJLRUH�� 8Q� ³WHVRUR´� IDXQLVWLFR� SUH]LRVR�� FKH�
QHOOD� SURVHFX]LRQH� GHO� SURJHWWR� GL� ULFHUFD� VXOOD�
FDYLWj�VDUj�DSSURIRQGLWR�SHU�OH�QHFHVVDULH�PLVXUH�GL�
PRQLWRUDJJLR�H�WXWHOD�FRQVHUYDWLYD�
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